The treatment of functional aphonia has always struck me as being unsatisfactory.
In the majority of cases, of course, the voice can, so to speak, be frightened back. The introduction of a mysterious instrument, as the laryngoscopic mirror must appear to the uneducated mind, in many cases serves the purpose.
In other cases the more severe treatment by the interrupted current effects a cure, but a small minority of patients fail to benefit by any of the usual methods, and often pass into a state of voicelessness which persists for years, and often for life.
Now the frightening of the voice back always seems to me on a par with frightening children into good behaviour ; it is uncertain in its effect, and relapse is common. It is only systematic treatment on definite lines which can be depended upon 
